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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Amendment filed 10/13/2004 forms the basis of this official action. In said 
Amendment Applicant substantially amended all pending elected claims 1, 2, 4-6 and 
36-40 through substantial amendments of claim 1, 2, 4 and 36. Applicant has cancelled 
claims 3, 41 and 65-82. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The examiner has considered the items listed on the Information Disclosure 
Statement (IDS) filed 10/13/2004. Enclosed with this official action please find a signed 
copy of Form PTO-1449 of said IDS. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with E. Garlepp on 1 1/29/2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

(a) Claims 7-35 and 42-64, previously withdrawn as not belonging to the elected 
generic Species 1, have been rejoined on account of the generic nature of independent 
claims 1 and 36. 
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(b) In: 

Claims 24-26, lines 2; 
Claims 48-49, lines 2; 
Claims 51-53, lines 2; 
Claims 55-56, lines 2; 
Claims 58-59, lines 2; and 
Claim 61, line 2, 

the term "approximately" has been replaced by the term "about". 
END OF EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

N.B.: Said replacement is not necessitated by any prior art; however, the term 
"approximately" raises issues of indefiniteness. With reference to the MPEP, 2173.05 
(b), the term "about" was held to be clear, but flexible. Ex parte Eastwood, 163 USPQ 
316 (Bd. App. 1968). 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 
Claims 1-40 and 42-64 are allowed 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: closest prior 
art to date is Talneau et al Applied Physics Letters Volume 75, No. 5, pp. 600-602, 
Linke (USPAT 6,363,097) (the latter in view of Yoon et al (INSPEC Accession No.: 
6544626 and Talneau et al) (all having been discussed with regard to previous claim 
language in the previous official action mailed 05/13/2004). Also closely related is 
Yoshida et al (USPAT 6,567,447 B1) made of record in the IDS filed 10/13/2004. 
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However, none of the above teach or claim a plurality of longitudinal modes within a full 
width at half maximum power less than or equal 3 nm and a length of the resonant 
cavity of at least 800 micron . 

The wordings "relatively high" and "relatively low" in claims 20, 27, 33, 47, 54 and 
60 are interpreted in light of sections [0060] and [0062] of Applicants* Specification to be 
defined by the value of the coupling coefficient discussed therein as being either > 1 or 
< 0.3, respectively. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Johannes P Mondt whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1919. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 18:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J Flynn can be reached on 571-272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JPM 

November 28, 2004 



